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Notes from your VSO , Kathy Marshik, June 11, 2021
Enjoy the weekend everyone. This newsletter is a bit shorter. I didn’t have time in the last
newsletter to do a Veteran of the Week. So I thought I would send out a quick letter with a
few small items. Then get the Veteran of the week sent out.
Reminder to get me pictures of dads by mid next week please.
We really need Volunteers for the DAV Van. If interested in driving or volunteering for other
programs, please let me know. Thank you.

News and Resources
Veterans Benefits Newsletter | June 2021 (govdelivery.com) VA News June 10, 2021
Quick Facts for using Community Care for Emergency Needs (govdelivery.com) St. Cloud VA
Emergency Care updates.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNDVA/bulletins/2e39830 MN Department of

Morrison County Outstanding Veteran of the Week
Retired Sergeant Major Daniel Swanson MN Army National Guard

This weeks Morrison County Veteran of the week is Retired Sergeant Major Daniel Swanson of Randall
Father’s Day is a time to cherish our Dads and all they do for us. Dan is a great example of a military father. 1999-2000 Dan was deployed
to Kosovo and served at Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo. The one thing they all wanted is to get everyone home by Father’s Day. He did make it
home for Father’s Day to be with his children. One of the most difficult things about the military, is being away from family. Its hard on
the Veteran and its hard on the family. This was such a heartwarming story to hear from Dan, and how they made it home for Fathers
Day in June of 2000.
Dan Swanson was born and raised in Little Falls, MN. His parents are Bill and Judy Swanson. He enlisted into the Minnesota Army National Guard in 1986 and continued his service until 2015, when he retired as a Sergeant Major. Dan is married to Carie (Frank) Swanson of
Randall. They have three children, Collin, Coner and Jorden. Very sadly Jorden passed away in 2019. This family is very strong and has
survived many challenges. Several long deployments, military schools, a house fire and loss of their wonderful son. Yet they are always
the family who is there for other people. This winter a Vietnam Veteran lost his home due to a house fire. Dan was right there helping
the Veteran get back on his feet. He didn’t blink twice to dedicate personal time to help a fellow person who needed him.
When Dan enlisted into the MN Army National Guard, he began his career as a Target Acquisition/Surveillance Radar Repairer. He went
to Basic Training at Ft. Leonardwood, MO and then his extensive MOS training at Ft. Sill, OK. The combined training was 14 months long,
which is much longer than most military initial entry training job fields. He then attended college for a year finding this was not totally
fulfilling him. When one of his leaders asked if he was interested in a full time job at Camp Ripley, MN. Dan said, "yes”, and his career
began as a MN Federal Technician at Camp Ripley, where he still works today. During the Gulf War when he started, his job field as a
radar technician. His skills and expertise were much needed. Dan also was a Information Systems Chief, worked in logistics and data processing, and now a Distance Learning Administrator at Camp Ripley. A career which has been successful
and very rewarding for Dan and his family.

Morrison County Outstanding Veteran of the Week
Retired Sergeant Major Daniel Swanson MN Army National
Mr. Swanson’s
military career took him many places over the years. He drilled at Camp Ripley, Duluth and
Guard

various areas throughout the state of Minnesota. He also did three deployments, the one to Kosovo, another
to Iraq in 2004-2005 and the last one in Kuwait 2011-2012. Throughout the years his military occupation
changed, and he moved on to a Diesel Mechanic and Radio Communications Security Repairer. He rose into
many leadership positions and also held a First Sergeant position in 2007, which was a tremendous honor for
him.
Now after military service, Dan continues his work as a Veteran, dedicating much time to the Randall VFW.
He has served as the commander of the VFW since 2016. He is always leading or working at holiday events
for Veterans on Memorial Day, 4th of July and Veterans Day. He is part of the VFW color guard team for funerals and community events. Other events for the VFW include the Randall Car Show, Bingo every week,
Oktoberfest, VFW membership dinners and many fun events put on by the Randall VFW and VFW Auxiliary.
Mr. Swanson is also a lifetime member of the Morrison County Disabled American Veterans.
It is of great pleasure and honor to recognize Daniel Swanson for his service to our country and community.
Thank you Daniel Swanson for all of your outstanding service and thank you so much for all you do for our
community each and every day. Happy Father’s Day!!! Thank you for his wife Carie and his wonderful family
for all they do for our community as well. Your efforts do not go unnoticed.

